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Summary 
Since 2011, the Nigerian militant group, Boko Haram, has carried out violent attacks on civilians which has led to the 
displacement of 1.5 million Nigerians in the three states of Adamawa, Borno, and Yobe. In May of 2013, the Government 
of Nigeria declared a state of emergency in those areas. In total, it is estimated that nine million people have been 
affected by the violence, a third of who are in acute need of humanitarian assistance. 2 In addition, 135,000 Nigerians 
have fled to neighboring countries; Chad is reportedly hosting 10,000 refugees, northern Cameroon has 35,000 
refugees, and approximately 90,000 refugees have been displaced to the Diffa region in Niger.5     

 

 

Highlights 
 

 Cameroon: International Medical Corps is delivering nutrition services in Mokolo District, and since October 2014, 
has been providing health care to Nigerian refugees in Minawao Camp.  

 Chad: International Medical Corps is currently providing support to the Ngouboua health centers and is managing 
the nutrition stabilization center at Bagasola Hospital.  

 Nigeria: International Medical Corps has conducted a security assessment in Borno and is launching a polio 
campaign in the region.  

 Niger: International Medical Corps is planning to deploy an emergency response team to Niger to conduct a needs 
assessment for Nigerian refugees. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 ACAPS Briefing Note - Nigeria: Boko Haram Insurgency - 20 January 2015. http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/acaps-briefing-note-nigeria-boko-haram- 
insurgency-20-january-2015 
3 Ibid. 
4 Ibid. 
5 UNOCHA, NIGER: Timeline and humanitarian response to the situation of displaced persons from Nigeria in the Diffa region (as of December 03, 2014).   
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ENG_Timeline_Diffa_03%20DEC%202014.pdf 

http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/acaps-briefing-note-nigeria-boko-haram-insurgency-20-january-2015
http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/acaps-briefing-note-nigeria-boko-haram-insurgency-20-january-2015
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ENG_Timeline_Diffa_03%20DEC%202014.pdf
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1. Situation Overview: 
 

Since 2011, the Nigerian militant group, Boko Haram, has carried out violent attacks on civilians which led the 
Government of Nigeria to declare a state of emergency in Adamawa, Borno, and Yobe states in May 2013.6 

The situation continues to deteriorate with increasing numbers of victims, destruction of the social and economic 
infrastructure and disruption of education services. Attacks have been most prevalent in northeastern Nigeria and 
UNOCHA reports that large parts of Borno, Yobe, and Adamawa states have been seized by the militant group 
as an increase in the number and scale of attacks on schools, villages, cities, and military bases have occurred.7

 

 
Although attacks have been concentrated in northeastern Nigeria, there have also been attacks in Lagos and Abuja, 
resulting in a total of 7,711 deaths in 2014. Comparatively, the number of reported deaths in 2015 increased 
drastically, with 2,146 people killed between 1 January and 11 January as a result of Boko Haram related 
violence.9    

 

 
Boko Haram has carried out large-scale attacks, such as the one on 3 January 2015 in Baga City in northeastern 
Borno, an area bordering Lake Chad. Over 2,000 people were reportedly killed in the attack on Baga and large 
parts of the Nigerian border with Chad, Niger, and Cameroon have fallen under the group’s control. 8 

 

2. International Medical Corps’ regional response:  

 

Cameroon: 
International Medical Corps has been providing emergency medical and mental health care services to Nigerian 
refugees in Minawao camp since October 2014 with the support of UNHCR and medical drugs supplied by WHO. 
International Medical Corps has conducted over 12,640 consultations in the camp, 3,692 of which were for 
children under five and free of charge. 
 
With support from ECHO, International Medical Corps provides nutrition care at the Gadala health post in Mokolo 
district, including referral services to Mokolo District Hospital. International Medical Corps interventions started 
after a cholera outbreak was declared in Minawao refugee’s camp in October 2014. At the time, the refugee 
population rapidly increased from 6,000 to an estimated 16,000. 

 Chad: 
International Medical Corps is collaborating with the Ministry of Health to support the Ngouboua health centers 
(primary health care, maternal health, nutrition) and is conducting nutrition and health screenings for new 
refugees in the camp. Additionally, nurses will be deployed to health centers in Tchoukoutalia and Kaiga as surge 
capacity support. Other activities, supported by UNHCR and OFDA, include: ambulance transportation and referral 
system; WASH sensitization; provision of medical equipment, pharmaceuticals, and supplies; and health facility 
staff support. With support from ECHO, the teams are also monitoring for potential disease outbreaks like 
cholera.  
 

International Medical Corps currently manages the nutrition stabilization center at Bagasola Hospital with 
support from UNHCR and OFDA. As of 12 January, UNHCR has moved 1,000 refugees to a newly developed 
refugee camp approximately 10 kilometres from Bagasola - a location where International Medical Corps’ 
nurses are conducting health screenings and primary health care consultations. 

 
 
 
 

 

6 UNOCHA, NIGER: Timeline and humanitarian response to the situation of displaced persons from Nigeria in the Diffa region (as of December 03, 2014).   
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/ENG_Timeline_Diffa_03%20DEC%202014.pdf 
7 Ibid. 
8 ACAPS Briefing Note - Nigeria: Boko Haram Insurgency - 20 January 2015. http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/acaps-briefing-note-nigeria-boko-haram- 
insurgency-20-january-2015
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Nigeria: 
International Medical Corps will be providing services in Kano state to increase rates of routine immunization and 
supplementary immunization activities for children under 5 years of age, focusing especially on polio vaccination 
in six Local Government Areas (LGAs). International Medical Corps is also planning to extend the polio control 
program to Borno state. In December, International Medical Corps conducted a security assessment of Borno and 
is planning additional needs assessments in the northeast.  
 
Niger:  
International Medical Corps does not have an operational presence in Niger. It is planning the deployment of an 
emergency response team to assess the conditions and humanitarian needs of the Nigerian refugee and host 
populations in affected areas.   

 
3. Security 

 
The security environment continues to deteriorate as it is estimated that nine million people are affected by the 
violence in the north-eastern part of Nigeria. Although attacks by Boko Haram have predominantly affected north- 
eastern Nigeria, attacks have impacted bordering countries as the situation intensifies; incidents have occurred in 
Niger and Chad, and Cameroon has experienced large-scale attacks. In addition, elections will be taking place in 
Nigeria in mid-February and are expected to exacerbate the already volatile situation.9 

 
 

 
For additional information, please contact: 

 
Chris Skopec, Response Manager Lead (HQ) cskopec@internationalmedicalcorps.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

9Acaps Briefing Note – Nigeria: Boko Haram Insurgency, 20 January 2015. http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/b-acaps-   briefing-note-
nigeria-boko-haram-insurgency.pdf 
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